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Process of manufacturing shaped bodies, in particular soft capsules 
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Abstract 



Molded articles, preferably soft capsules, are prepared by: (A) mixing a plant derived biopolymer with a 
liquid plasticizer to form a homogeneous raw material mixture; and (B) melting raw material and forming a 
film and molded articles. The moisture content of all components in the process from the raw material 
mixture to the finished molded article is defined or controlled without a drying process. Molded articles, 
preferably soft capsules, are prepared by: (A) mixing at least a first plant derived biopolymer in powder or 
granulate form with at least one liquid plasticizer, preferably in the form of a syrup, optionally together with 
additives to form a homogeneous raw material mixture; (B) melting the mixture by heating under elevated 
pressure in a processing device, preferably in an extruder to form a thermoplastically processable 
composition (C) optionally preparing an intermediate product, preferably a granulate following cooling of the 
composition from (B) with renewed processing to form a thermoplastically processable composition; (C) 
forming at least one film from the composition prepared in step (B); or (D) producing molded articles using 
the film in an intermittent or continuous process at a forming station, preferably a rotary-die encapsulating 
machine. The moisture content of all components in the overall process from the raw material mixture to the 
finished molded article is defined or controlled such that the finished molded article leaving the forming 
station has the required residual moisture content corresponding to the conditions of storage and/or use 
without a drying process. 
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(54) Verfahren zum Herstellen von Formkorpern, insbesondere von Weichkapseln 



(57) Die Erfindung betrifft ein Verfahren zum Her- 
stellen von Formkorpern, Insbesondere von Weichkap- 
seln ausgehend von elnem Rohstoffgemisch aus wenig- 
stens elnem pflanzlichen Biopolymer in Pulver- oder 
Granulatform und wenlgstens einem Weichmacher In 
flussiger Form, Insbesondere In Form eines Sirups. 
Nach dem Aufschmelzen des Rohstoffgemisches unter 
Zufuhr von Warme und unter erhdhtem Druck zu einer 



thermoplastisch verarbeitbaren Masse wird ein Film 
ausgebildet. Der Film dient zur Herstellung von Form- 
korpern, insbesondere im Rotary- Die-Verfahren. Der 
Feuchtigkeitsgehalt aller Komponenten wird ubersamt- 
liche Prozessstufen derart gewahltbzw. gesteuert, dass 
die Restfeuchte derfertigen Formkorper nach dem Her- 
stellen der Formkorper unter Vermeidung eines Trock- 
nungsprozesses dem gewunschten Wert bei Lager- 
bzw. Gebrauchsbedingungen entspricht. 
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